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Art Unit: 2136 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -32 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Thomas 
Anthony Parker hereafter Parker (US patent 683231 3). 

3. As per claim 1 , Parker discloses a method, comprising: receiving at a client 
device a key from a first network adaptor, the key being associated with a remote 
management device; and storing the key at a second network adapter (col. 1 , lines 50- 
67, col. 2, lines 23-51). 

4. As per claim 2-3, Parker discloses a method, wherein the key is stored in a non- 
volatile storage unit at the second networi< adapter and wherein an encrypted version of 
the key is received from the first network adaptor and stored at the second networi< 
adapter (col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, lines 1-16, lines 32-52). 

5. As per claim 4, Parker discloses a method comprising prior to said receiving: 
detennining a clear-text key during an initialization process; and providing the clear-text 
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key to the first network adapter, wherein the first network adapter is to encrypt the clear- 
text key and store the encrypted key (col. 1 , lines 34-49). 

6. As per claim 5, Parker discloses a method comprising: storing at the client device 
an indication that the key is currently stored at the second network adapter (col. 6, lines 
57-67, col. 7, lines 1-16, lines 32-52). 

7. As per claim 6-7, Parker discloses a method comprising prior to said receiving: 
detennining that the second network adapter is to communicate with the remote 
management device, and wherein the detennination of the second network adapter is 
based on a detennination that the first network adapter is no longer able to 
communicate with the remote management device (col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, lines 1-16, 
lines 32-52). 

8. As per claim 8, Parker discloses a method wherein the received key is stored in a 
volatile memory unit at the client device, and said storing further comprises: retrieving 
the key from the volatile memory unit; and storing the key at a second network adapter 
(col. 3. lines 42-67). 

9. As per claim 9, Parker discloses the method comprising prior to said receiving: 
selecting the first networi^ adapter from a group of available networi< adapters (col. 1 , 
lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23-51 ). 

10. As per claim 1 0, Partner discloses the method wherein an available network 
adapter on a motherboard is selected before a network adapter that is not on the 
motherboard (col. 1. lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23-51). 
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11. As per claim 1 1 , Parker discloses the method wherein the key is to be used to 
authenticate an alert standard fomiat message from the remote management device 
(col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, lines 1-16, lines 32-52). 

12. As per claim 12, Parker discloses an apparatus, comprising: a storage medium 
having stored thereon Instmctions that when executed by a machine result in the 
following: receiving at a client device a key from a first network adaptor, the key being 
associated with a remote management device, and storing the key at a second network 
adapter (col. 1. lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23-51). 

13. Claims 13-21 are listed all the same elements of claim 2-1 1 but in the apparatus 
form rather than a method form. Therefore, the supporting rationales of the rejection to 
claim 2-1 1 apply equally as well to claim 1 3-21 . 

14. As per claim 22, Parker discloses an apparatus, comprising: a client device 
processor, an input path to receive a key from a first network adaptor, the key being 
associated with a remote management device; and an output path to store the key at a 
second network adapter (col. 1 , lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23-51). 

1 5. As per claim 23-24, Parker discloses the apparatus comprising: a volatile 
memory unit to store the key, an input path to receive a clear-text key from a client 
device processor, the clear-text key being associated with a remote management 
device: an encryption engine to encrypt the clear-text key and generate an encrypted 
key; and a non-volatile storage unit to store the encrypted key (col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, 
lines 1-16, lines 32-52). 
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16. As per claim 25, Parker discloses the apparatus comprising: an input path to 
receive an encrypted key from the client device processor, the encrypted key to be 
stored In the non-volatile storage unit (col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, lines 1-16, lines 32-52). 

1 7. As per claim 26, Parker discloses the apparatus comprising: an output path to 
provide an encrypted key to the client device processor (col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 7, lines 
1-16, lines 32-52). 

18. As per claim 27, Parker discloses an apparatus, comprising: a network adapter 
processor; and an input path to receive a key from another network adapter, the key 
being associated with a remote management device, (col. 1, lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 
23-51). 

1 9. As per claim 28, Parker discloses an apparatus wherein the input path Is 
associated with a system management bus interface (col. 1 , lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23- 

51). 

20. As per claim 29, Parker discloses a method, comprising: determining a clear-text 
key during an initialization process at a client device, the key being associated with a 
remote management device; storing the clear-text key at a network adaptor; and 
receiving from the network adaptor an encrypted version of the key (col. 1, lines 34-49). 

21 . As per claim 30, Parker discloses the method comprising: storing the encrypted 
version of the key at another network processor (col. 1 , lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 23-51 ). 

22. As per claim 31 , Parker discloses a system, comprising: a client device 
processor, including: an input path to receive a key from a first network adaptor, the key 
being associated with a remote management device, and an output path to store the 
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key at a second network adapter; and an Ethernet port (col. 1 , lines 50-67, col. 2, lines 
23-51). 

23. As per claim 32, Parker discloses the system comprising: a network adaptor 
coupled between the client device processor and the Ethemet port (col. 1 , lines 50-67, 
col. 2, lines 23-51). 

Conclusion 

25. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad w. Reza whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 6590. The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MOAZZAMI NASSER G dan be reached on (571)272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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